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ances, whereupon the President, stepping1 closely to him and
speaking with emphasis and distinctness, said, in substance:
"General Miles, yon are a veteran with a distinguished
record. I wish to show you courtesy, but if you insist upon
my telling you what I am about to, I shall do so. Your con-
duct has been not merely silly but insubordinate and un-
military. You have done what you could to damage the
navy and damage the army. Secretary Boot is absolutely
right, and you deserve a severe reprimand from the stand-
point of the discipline absolutely essential to the army's
welfare/5

No account of this interview was given out from the
White House, but General Miles allowed a version of his

own to reach the press in which it was made to appear that
the President had turned upon him in anger when he en-
tered the room and had subjected him to humiliation by ad-
ministering a rebuke to him publicly. The President never
took the trouble to contradict this inaccurate report. The
version herewith given is authoritative and strictly truthful.
To a Western editor who had written to the President in the
interest of General Miles, Eoosevelt replied, December 10,
1901:

"I take it for granted that you will cordially agree with
me that such action as that of General Miles is to be repri-
manded severely, from the standpoint of the discipline ab-
solutely essential if the Army and Navy are to amount to
anything; and this without regard to which side he takes.

"As for the Schley matter, most emphatically I shall en-
deavor to do absolute justice. But you must let me say that
in doing justice I should be ashamed to take into considera-
tion whether what I did was popular or not. I hope I shall
not have to take any part at all in a matter that purely re-
fers to President McKinley's administration, and with
which I have nothing whatever to do; but if I do have to
take it up I shall decide the case absolutely on its merits,
and I shall no more consider whether a majority of the
people are for or against a given man than 1 should con-